Collective Impact, Summer 2009 by Ithaca College,
“We are all  
the crew of  
Spaceship Earth, 
and the crew must 
learn to live and 
work together.  
We must learn to manage the  
resources of this world  
with new imagination.” 
~former astronaut Jim Lovell,  
2009 Commencement speaker  
 As part of a semester-long independent study project 
under the supervision of associate professor of Biology 
Susan Swensen, Stephanie Piech ‘11 completed the 
greenhouse gas emissions (ghge) inventory for the 2008 
fiscal year. Swensen has overseen the work of a series of 
students who calculated IC’s emissions inventories back 
to 2000, providing us a basis to compare the impact of 
campus sustainability projects. Using a spreadsheet tool 
developed by Clean Air-Cool Planet, our inventory is 
calculated in metric tons of carbon dioxide equivalents (MTCDE), the standard measure for 
greenhouse gases based upon their global warming potential. Water purchases, recycled paper 
consumed, student commuting, and study abroad and school-funded travel were all new or 
improved components of the 2008 inventory. The pie chart above shows our total emissions of 
30,556 metric tons by major source categories. While still substantial, the good 
news is that we’re already on a downward trajectory - in 2007, our net emissions 
were 7% higher. The chart at right, comparing kilowatt hours of electricity con-
sumed per square foot since we began collecting emissions data, shows a 27% 
decline over the period, which is also good news considering that the new 
School of Business building is now included in the 2008 figure.    ~Stephanie Piech  
 The Presidents Climate Commitment committee, chaired by Carl Sgrecci, vice president for 
Finance and Administration, continues its work this summer to develop our climate action 
plan, due by mid-September. 140 ideas for ways to reduce our climate impact were received 
from across campus this spring. The committee will review these suggestions as it works to 
develop a long-range plan to achieve climate neutrality, the ultimate goal of the more than six-
hundred-thirty signatories to the American College and University Presidents Climate Com-
mitment, to which former President Peggy Williams committed Ithaca College in spring 2007. 
 Sustainable Energy Development (SED), the firm consulting on the feasibility of placing a 
1.5megawatt wind turbine on campus, released the results of their six-month meteorological 
test of our actual wind resource. SED confirmed that the wind does blow up here on South 
Hill - fast enough and often enough for us to generate 5-10% of our own electricity. We’ll be 
studying SEDs findings more closely over the coming months.  
 In a unique partnership that earned national press coverage, IC Dining Services and Sodexo  
Facilities Management group recently completed the major phases of a national pilot to con-
duct a comprehensive energy audit of all our dining facilities. The process began in January 
with three students trained by a Sodexo professional energy auditor to inventory and barcode 
more than 850 separate energy-consuming pieces of equipment and appliances. Data on the 
equipments’ energy use was computerized for further analysis. In the ensuing months, energy 
experts from Sodexo and their technical partners conducted in-depth analyses of different as-
pects of dining service-related energy efficiency. Recommendations for upgrades, equipment 
replacements and procedural changes were presented to the College. In the first phase, Sodexo 
proposed $200,000 in equipment upgrades and lighting re-
placements that will annually save over $135,000 in energy 
costs. The second phase suggested that investing $130,000 to  
replace the least efficient appliances will yield annual energy 
savings of $24,000. As we make these changes, students will 
develop case studies of these energy saving strategies that we 
will share with other food service operators.  ~Stephanie Piech
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Climate Action Planning Update 
Dining Services Energy Audit Gains National Attention 
IC and Sodexo energy audit team 
Kyle Truscott ’09 won the Top Paper Award 
at the 2009 Rochester Institute of Technology 
Undergraduate Communication Conference 
for his paper, “Environmentalism vs. Environ-
mentalism: The Parallel Rhetoric of Cape 
Wind.” At the same conference, Kristina 
Roth, P.J. Scott, and Lauren Sirkey, students 
in Professor Corey Young’s Government and 
Stakeholder Relations class, presented their 
class’ research paper, titled “Corporate Evolu-
tion and the Capital-
ist Dilemma: A 
Critical Paradigm 
for Corporate Social 
Reporting”, which 
won Best Paper 
honors. 
Ithaca Hosts National Conference on Social Justice and Service Learning 
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The coordinating Team for the Ithaca College-EcoVillage at 
Ithaca Partnership for Sustainability Education solicited appli-
cations for curriculum development initiatives in the area of 
sustainability, including the 'people' element of the 'people/
planet/prosperity' intersection. 2009 recipients of $1,000 cur-
riculum development mini-grants to support their work during 
the summer and fall are:   
 Mara Alper, Television-Radio, to implement an online 
course called Water = Life, in which regional, national, and 
international guest experts will share their perspectives on the 
critical issues related to water and sustainability. 
 Nancy Jacobson, Biology, to incorporate sustainability into 
Fundamentals of Biology by developing a series of case stud-
ies that encourage students to apply scientific, systems- and 
critical-thinking to investigations of the social and economic 
aspects of biological science topics.  
 Vera Whisman, Women’s Studies, to add an experiential 
learning component focusing on “slow food” to her course, 
“Green Grrls, Earth Mothers: Women and Sustainability.” 
 Catherine Becker, Ecovillage, to integrate communication 
with sustainability through an online teaching module that 
examines how state-of-the-art communications concepts and 
 Get “Spotted”! Reuse your beverage mug for refills of soda or coffee in retail operations on campus and 
  you may be handed a “Spotted” card to reward you with a free refill for your effort to minimize waste. 
Summer Sustainability Curriculum Development Minigrants Announced 
Ithaca teamed with the NY and PA regions of Campus Compact, the national coalition dedicated to pro-
moting community service, civic engagement, and service-learning in higher education, to host “Developing 
a Good Heart in STEM: The First Summit on Incorporating Social Justice and Service-Learning into STEM 
Curriculum.” Mathematics professor Tom Pfaff was the campus organizer for this event, held on campus 
June 11-12. The summit gathered faculty from STEM disciplines (science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics) to share best practices and case study examples of successful integration of social justice issues 
and service-learning projects into STEM teaching.  Keynote speaker Dr. Pamela Proulx-Curry spoke on 
"Improving Teaching and Learning in the STEM Disciplines by Connecting Learning to Critical Civic Is-
sues". Four Ithaca faculty: Ali Erkan (Computer Science), Jason Hamilton (Biology), Thomas Pfaff (Mathematics), and Michael 
Rogers (Physics), teamed to present “Can you have Social Justice if your Village is under Water?”  
theories can be used to build a sustainable culture. 
 Kurt Pipa, EcoVillage, to develop and film a dance/music per-
formance event that is intended to help enhance awareness of 
the role that nonverbal communication plays in interpersonal 
dynamics and relationships within a sustainable community. 
Recreation major Nick Tes-
soni ’09 was cited for his 
work organizing the Town 
of Ithaca’s first community 
organic garden at the Lin-
derman Creek housing complex on West Hill. 
Nick’s assignment for “Service Learning II: 
Administration” required completion of 120 
hours of management field work in conjunc-
tion with a local agency. Marnie Kirchgessner, 
coordinator of the Town of Ithaca’s Recrea-
tion and Youth program, partnered with Nick. 
President Tom Rochon, one of the dignitaries 
on hand for the May 1st dedication of the gar-
den, stated that “service learning must include 
both learning and service, and this project is an 
illustration of the best possibilities of the concept.”  
Students Learn By Doing 
This annual sustainability curriculum develop-
ment workshop expanded to two days this 
year, with the theme of “sustainability and 
culture.” Featured sessions included: Terry 
O’Day, Pacific University: “Sustainability and 
the Gut Reaction: The Artist as Change Agent”; Tong Soon Lee, 
Emory: “Teaching Music and Sustainability”; Alejandro Rojas, 
Univ. of British Columbia: “Community Engagement and Participa-
tory Research in Food Security”; Daniel Greenberg, “Living 
Routes”: “EcoVillages as Campuses for Sustainability Education”; 
Olena Borysova, Kharkiv National Academy (Ukraine): “Teaching 
Sustainability in a Technical University”; and Veronica Tarbaeva, 
St. Petersburg State Univ., “Sustainability Education in Russia.”   
Finger Lakes Project Workshop 
Biodiesel Arrives on Campus! 
Rick Watson reports that during Spring Textbook 
Buyback, the Bookstore purchased 5,494 used 
books. 1,383 of those volumes will stay on cam-
pus to be re-sold as “used” texts—students buying 
those books next year instead of new books will 
save $20,000. The Bookstore paid students over $90,000 for 
their books, averaging just over $17 per book. 4,111 used 
books were shipped to a wholesaler to be re-sold on other 
campuses. The Bookstore also sent a pallet of donated vol-
umes to a book recycler, which pays a flat fee per carton; sale 
proceeds are donated to the IC Environmental Society.  
Volume 3, Issue 4 
Recycling Textbooks 
Lillian Tavelli from Parking and Traffic 
Services announced a new web-based 
student vehicle registration option  
which should eliminate about 3,000 pa-
per forms. Student vehicle permit fees for 
2009 will be $500 for first year students 
and $113 for returning students. 
 
Human Resources recently 
announced the phase-out of 
most paper forms related to 
campus employment. Re-
cruitment requests, search 
and selection plans, hiring recommenda-
tions, and acceptance notices are now 
completed online. All these changes 
were made in direct response to feedback 
from the campus community regarding 
ways to improve the speed and efficiency 
of the hiring process. 
 
Transportation has added a Malibu Hy-
brid sedan to our rental fleet. 
 
Peter Kilcoyne, manager of printing ser-
vices, completed certification training for 
Best Practices for Sustainability in Print, 
awarded by Print Communications Pro-
fessionals. 
 
Furniture of no fur-
ther campus use was 
removed from Dil-
lingham Center in 
May. Finger Lakes 
ReUse filled up four 
truckloads of donated 
items to be sold in 
their retail store. Ithaca also worked with 
the Institutional Recycling Network to fill 
two 40’ ocean containers with more than 
15,000 pounds of office furniture bound 
for a non-profit organization in Jamaica. 
Membership in the IRN costs a nominal 
fee but the school is avoiding significant 
landfill tip fees.                 ~Taryn Hubbard 
Clarke Hall, one of the Quad residence halls,  has 
earned the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
prestigious ENERGY STAR, the national symbol 
for superior energy efficiency and environmental 
protection. This signifies that the building’s energy 
performance rates in the top 25% of facilities nationwide. Buildings that earn the EN-
ERGY STAR use an average of 40% less energy than typical buildings and release 35% 
less CO2 into the atmosphere. EPA’s national energy performance rating system helps 
organizations assess how efficiently their buildings use energy relative to similar build-
ings nationwide. A building that scores a rating of 75 or higher is eligible for the EN-
ERGY STAR; Clarke Hall scored a 92 on the 100-point scale! Some of the ways in 
which the good folks in Facilities upgraded Clarke Hall 
to achieve this level of energy efficiency:  
 insulated the attic space in the building with Icynene™ 
          insulation to eliminate air leaks and prevent “stack” 
       effect within the building; 
 instituted a night set-back on HVAC systems; and 
 replaced laundry equipment with high-performance  
       washers and dryers. 
 Clarke Hall Earns Energy Star Building Rating 
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We recently accepted our first shipment of B5 biodiesel. Roger 
Casterline from Facilities Grounds and Transportation partici-
pated in a regional purchasing consortium working to attract bid-
ders and secure competitive pricing on blended biodiesel products. 
Some manufacturers of our diesel equipment expressed concern 
about warranty coverage if we use higher percentage biodiesel 
blends, but all were OK with B5 bio-
diesel. With only one diesel tank, 
we’re starting slow and hoping those 
equipment manufacturers soon catch 
up with where we want to go!  
Change is inevitable.  Growth is optional.  Positive growth is intentional.  




Watch for “Green Thumbs-Up” 
citations in the Kudos section of 
Intercom. Make sure we know 
about YOUR new innovations or 
activities that support campus 
sustainability. You could earn a “Green 
Thumbs-Up”! Read archived versions of 
each citation on our webpage under  
Community Outreach.  
  
Check out FUSE for articles on campus 








View campus building energy use :  




We arranged with Cooperative Extension 
of Tompkins County to make available 
their “Energy Savings in the Home” CDs. 
The CD is packed with low– or no-cost tips 
to save energy. To get your free CD, just 
email us at: mbrown@ithaca.edu or pick 
one up at the Human Resources reception 
desk in the PRWilliams Center.   
 
President Tom Rochon was one of 60 
signatories to a letter of support to De-
partment of Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
calling for stronger energy-efficient light-
ing standards. If enacted, the proposed 
DOE rule would save trillions of kilowatt 
hours and 800 million tons of CO2 emis-




Mark Darling, supervisor of recycling and 
resource management announces our 
recycling statistics for 2008-09: 
  Office paper                      187.54 tons 
  Bottles and cans                 85.31 tons 
  Old corrugated cardboard est. 80 tons 
  Compostable materials   259.42 tons 
  Trash                                  761.55 tons 
This represents a 45% recycling rate as 
we work hard to avoid landfilling items. 
IC’s JumpStart program offers the Sustainable Community Chal-
lenge in late August. First-year students can opt for this special pro-
gram that introduces the sustainable features of our region. The 
program features a bus tour around Cayuga Lake 
to explore the region’s natural wonders, history, 
economic challenges and social issues. Stops will 
include EcoVillage at Ithaca, Taughannock Falls 
State Park, and other exciting area attractions. 
Apply at www.ithaca.edu/jumpstart 
Good Growing! 
Check out Tristan Fowler’s blog called 
EcoDump, for his unique take on campus 
and community sustainability efforts. 
http://theithacan.org/blogs/ecodump/ 
Susan Swensen, associate professor in the 
department of Biology, was one of five 
recipients of the prestigious Faculty Excel-
lence Award. Recipients of this annual 
award are nominated by their colleagues 
based upon their excellence in teaching, 
scholarship and service, and in Susan’s 
case, for her demonstrated commitment 
to sustainability. Susan was honored for 
her nationally recognized research on 
diversity among plant species in undisturbed rainforests. Susan’s 
many contributions to campus sustainability include convening the 
IC Sustainability committee, leading the Finger Lakes Project sus-
tainability curriculum development workshop, serving on the Part-
nerships for Sustainability Education committee, guiding student 
climate change research, and being an active member of the steering 
committee that oversees the HSBC “Commit to Change” grant pro-
gram. Susan’s Faculty Excellence Award citation noted that “she is 
a critical element of our success as an organization gaining positive 
attention for our efforts to become more sustainable and to teach 
our students a better way to live and be in the world.” 
4 C o l l e c t i v e  I m p a c t  s  
Rita Kerr-Vanderslice ’08 has worked with 
Clean Water Action Rhode Island as their 
Diesel Campaign Organizer since early 
2009 doing “some of the most exciting en-
vironmental work there is: grassroots orga-
nizing and advocacy.” Between TV inter-
views, attending hearings, and working 
with school and community groups, Rita has busily worked 
to pass a bill requiring retrofits of public works vehicles to 
reduce emissions. Rita also works on the “pollution patrol”—
organizing community members to “adopt” intersections in 
their locale, monitoring diesel traffic and enforcing 5-minute 
idling laws to reduce emissions. Rita says that her time at IC, 
specifically her involvement with the IC Environmental Soci-
ety, gave her valuable first-hand experience and “a desire to 
work on environmental issues.”                       ~ Taryn Hubbard 
 We’re on the Web! 
A pdf version of this newsletter can be downloaded from the  
Sustainability at Ithaca website at  
www.ithaca.edu/sustainability 
This newsletter has been produced on recycled paper. 
Tompkins Consolidated Area Transit (TCAT) is holding the 
line on student bus pass rates for 2009-10. Purchase TCAT 
bus passes at the Bookstore. The College underwrites about 
30% of the price of these student passes.  
 10-ride pass: $10.50   
 Unlimited monthly pass: $31.50   
 Unlimited semester pass: $120.00 
We maintain an active sustainability list-serve to 
advise members about campus and community 
events and activities of interest, and to facilitate 
discussion among members about sustainability 
topics. Our listserve is open to any and all mem-
bers of the Ithaca College community.  To join 
our “sustainability friends” listserve, simply send an email to: 
majordomo@lists.ithaca.edu with the following text in the body 
of the message: subscribe sustainability 
Tune in to the “Your Impact” radio program each Sun-
day at 4:40PM on WICB (91.7 FM). Story ideas and 
production assistance are welcomed. Contact the show 
producers at yourimpact@hotmail.com 
Ithaca Carshare is offering special student rates on a limited 
time basis. Semester plans are good all summer through De-
cember 31st.! There is a $15 one-time application fee, and two 
membership levels: 
“Just In Case” plan: $20 membership; 
$15 in free driving credit; $7.95/hour 
charge; 20¢/mile 
“It’s My Car” plan: $70 membership; 
$75 in free driving credit; $4.95/hour 
charge; 20¢/mile 
Faculty and staff members receive $50 in free driving credit. 
For more information: www.ithacacarshare.org 
Swensen Cited for Sustainability Work 
Emma Hileman ‘11, Tarryn Hubbard ‘10 and Marlee Rutberg ’10 
were awarded a “Commit to Change” $500 research grant to pur-
chase tools, fencing, and seeds to start a student-run, on-campus 
organic garden incorporating vegetables, herbs, and native edible 
and medicinal plants. This summer, garden volunteers have worked 
hard to prepare the beds and get seeds and 
plants started. Their long term plan is to 
start a student Organic Gardening Club, 
use their campus-grown produce in the 
dining halls, sponsor cooking nights and 
an on-campus farmers market.  
News Briefs 
 
Doreen Hettich-Atkins and Marian Brown co-presented on Ithaca’s 
sustainability activities in Student Affairs for the American College 
Personnel Association Institute on Sustainability at Harvard Uni-
versity in June.  
 
On the same day in May, Sustainability at Ithaca hosted a delega-
tion from SUNY Oneonta and a field trip of 60 9th graders from 
Southern Cayuga Central School interested in our efforts. 
Swensen (center) with President  
Rochon and Provost Rountree 
     “Sustainables” Jumpstart Program 
Looking to get involved? Check out these student organizations: 
                  Ithaca College Environmental Society     
       S        Business Sustainability Ambassadors 
                  Park Sustainability Club 
           and many other organizations at:  www.ithaca/csli 
